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Slide #:
 1. Iraqi & American Reconciliation Project  Letters for Peace
 2.  Letters for Peace: US … IRAQ

 3.  People all over the world want to live in peace.

 4.  Here are prayers for world peace in 83 languages.
 5.  But many of us don’t know enough about how to make peace yet…

 6.  …so we fight instead.

 7.  Until the world’s people and their leaders develop other solutions, nations         

     will continue to use war to resolve conflicts.

 8.  Really, though, fighting doesn’t make people happier…

 9.  When countries use war…

10.  … to solve their problems, …

11.   every person involved runs a huge risk of getting hurt,..

12.  ,,, maybe dying.

13.   (silence)
14.  War hurts everybody.
15.  What are people doing about this?

16.  Many people are choosing nonviolent ways to solve problems.
17.  Angelina Jolie is someone who is standing up and speaking out.

18.  At the United Nations, countries of the world come together to talk over  

       their differences, to find solutions for their problems.

19.  Organizations like the Red Cross and the Red Crescent get food, medicine   

       and shelter to people who’ve been hurt by war.
20.  You and your friends solve problems without fighting.
21.  Many of us are puzzling over how to build peace without making war.

22.   All around the world we are fitting these pieces together.

23.  A piece we offer you is: Write letters to your peers in a country where your  

       nation has sent troops. 

       Find out what life is like for them and ask yourself what thoughts you have    

       about the situation.
24.  Letters for Peace     The purpose:

       • Provide a way for you to get to know something about Iraqi young people   

         and their lives.

       • Provide a way for Iraqi young people to learn something about you and       

         your life.

       • Discover that what we have in common is greater than what separates us.

       • Create an atmosphere of trust, respect, and understanding that makes the 

         future safer for us all.

25. Here are photos of youth you might correspond with.

      (Photos of Iraqi Young People)  
26 - 43. (photos of Iraqi young people) 

(Teacher: These photo slides have no script with them. Click through at the speed you like.)

44.  Letters from Iraq.

45.  I am your friend Rusol. I would like to offer my friendship to you so that love 

       and peace spread across both our countries. I hope that we can exchange   

       our thoughts and share our concerns through correspondence. I love your      

       country and I wish that my country will have a chance to be like yours when 

       we both have a chance to get rid of the violence and war between our two    

       homelands. I would love to travel and explore the rest of the world and draw 

       beautiful colors. I would love to meet with you. Our life here in Iraq is difficult   

       and we don’t have our basic human rights. Please don’t allow more troops to   

       come to Iraq- nor weapons. We want to be free.

46.   In the name of Allah, the most merciful, the most gracious, I write you, my 

        friend in the United States of America from the land of Iraq, the wounded    

        country. I write you words full of love and peace so that we can be friends and  

        sing “Yes”, “yes” for peace and spread flowers in the world. I am very happy 

        to be your friend but sad because I lost many friends because of violence 

        and war. We don’t want wars but love to be planted in the hearts of the

        world’s children. Please accept my friendship. Your friend, Asil.

47   May peace be upon you. I’m Najwa, 19, from Najaf, I’m at the 3rd year of the 

       the Teaching Institute. I’m committed, despite the hard conditions we live in,   

       to continue my study within occupied Iraq so I will be a teacher in the future. 

       It is important to be able to help our children in school as teachers using 

       papers and pens. It is difficult to live our life while we lack fuel and security   

       and electricity.

       I’m the fifth in my family in a small house. We are 17 people in the house . 

       Amongst us is my brother who is married and has 2 beautiful children. My   

      other brother was kidnapped last year and was released after paying ransom.

      My oldest sister has 3 kids but she lost her husband. When we have guests   

      we become very embarrassed because of lack of space.

      I would like to receive a letter from you. I hope someday we can meet in my 

      country, Iraq, when conditions are better.   Najwa

48.  Letters back from the US 

49.  Dear Friends, Thanks for writing to us. It was very moving to read your   

       letters. I am 17 and just about finished with high school. I love math. I play   

       the violin and am on the tennis team. I have two older brothers. My parents 

       are both teachers.

        It is hard to know that you have lost friends and family members to this war. 

       And still the war goes on for so many years since I was in middle school. I 

       hope that some day we can see people in different countries and not 

       consider them to be frightening strangers. I hope that we can join together   

       someday, with no war, no fear and more hope for the future than anything 

       else. Best wishes, and sincerely, Joanna O.

50.  Dear Iraqi Friend, We have just read some of the letters you are writing   

       about what life is like in Iraq today. It is amazing to know that we are the 

       same age and yet our lives are so different. It must be pretty tough to have 

       to deal with so many hard things like schools closing because of fighting, 

       bombs in markets when you are shopping, friends being killed or just 

       disappearing. I sure hope that people figure out what to do to stabilize 

       conditions for you again.
       I wonder if you have any sports in your school? I play basketball, which you 

      would probably like if you don’t know the game. What kind of music do you 

      listen to? I wonder if we have heard any of the same bands? I learned that 

        you don’t use computers much because of electricity shortages. I hope that 

        changes soon.

        Well, I wish there was something I could do to make things better in your 

        country. With the new U.S. president, Barack Obama, there is a good 

        chance that things will get better.  Take care, Your friend, Steven

51.   JOIN US!  Write a letter back to a young person in Iraq. Share your thoughts 

        about peace.
52.   TIPS FOR LETTERS:  Begin with a phrase like “Dear Iraqi student” or “Dear

        Iraqi friend”.

53.   Introduce yourself.

        Give your name, your age, your gender.

        Tell 3 things about yourself such as your interests, your family members,      

        your favorite hobby, subject in school, sports, etc.

54.   Write back about something you read in a letter from an Iraqi.

        For example, relate your thoughts and feelings about having to quit school 

        to go to work, not being safe in the streets, losing a family member to 

        fighting, worrying about a grim future for yourself, your family and friends, 

        your country.

55.   Reflect on peoples’ need for peace.

        Write about what you wish to see in the future for Iraq.

        Write about what you can do as a world citizen to help bring that about.
56.   Sign your first name and first initial of your last name.

        Consider including a photo or self-portrait. 

57.   Send us your letters and we will have them translated into Arabic.

       They will be delivered to a school in Iraq during this school year.

        Letters written back to you will be translated into English.

        All the letters will also be posted on our website.

58.   Thank you for helping us hold the light for peace.
59.   Salaam   Shalom   Peace

60.   Photo credits for slides

61. Letters for Peace produced by the Iraqi and American Reconciliation Project

