ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR “LETTERS FOR PEACE”  LESSON PLANS

Language Arts  Grades 1 - 12

MINNESOTA K-12 ACADEMIC STANDARDS

FOR LANGUAGE ARTS

Strand  II. WRITING

Standard: The student will write clearly and coherently to communicate effectively for a variety of audiences and purposes, demonstrating an emerging knowledge and application of skills.

A. Types of Writing  

Standard:  The student will compose various pieces of writing. 

1. Write in a variety of modes to express meaning, including (b) informative.

Grades 1 - 3

Students will select words and ideas for a letter written to Iraqi children that contains information about their lives. They will work with 3 pieces of information about their own lives to compose a piece of writing, namely, a letter.

Grades 4 - 5 

Students will select words and ideas for a friendly and informative letter written to Iraqi children that contains information about their lives. They will work with 3 pieces of information about their own lives to compose a piece of writing, namely, a letter. They will express meaning by writing about their reflections on peace.

Grades 6 - 8

Standard: The student will create informative, expressive and persuasive writing. 

1.The student will write in a variety of forms including essays and letters.

Students will prepare and then write a letter to an Iraqi student that contains information about their own lives, expresses a response to the conditions in the letters they read/ heard, and contains a short essay on peace.

B. Elements of Composition 

Standard: The student will demonstrate increased emerging knowledge in a writing 

process, with attention to organization, focus, and quality of ideas. 

Grade1

1. Write simple sentences using a process and strategies to plan, compose, revise and  edit. 

From suggestions at the close of the PowerPoint and Teacher’s guidance, students will

write 3 simple sentences as a class.

Grade 2
1. Write sentences employing the composing processes of pre-writing, writing, revising, 

editing and final copy. 

Students will talk about information they heard in the Iraqi letters. They will list 3 items to include about themselves. They will write a sentence for containing each item.

2. Use verbalization (discussions, interviews or dictating) to prepare for writing. 

Students will interview a classmate to learn what information about themselves they want to share in a letter.

 Grade 3

Standard: The student will engage in a writing process, with attention to organization, 

focus and quality of ideas. 

1. Write a paragraph that includes: a. an indented or block style of paragraph , 

b. a topic sentence,  c. 3-5 supporting sentences , d. a concluding sentence. 

From suggestions at the close of the PowerPoint and Teacher’s guidance, students will

write a paragraph for a letter that includes the items delineated above. 

 2. Use composing processes, including: a. prewriting - planning strategies such as brainstorming, journaling, sketching, listing, outlining and determining audience, purpose and focus; b. drafting – organizing, supporting and putting ideas into sentences and paragraphs; c. revising – improving the quality of content, organization, sentence structure and word choice; d. editing – correcting errors in spelling and grammar ; e. publishing – producing a document and sharing the writing with the audience. 

Students will brainstorm ideas and sample sentences for a letter. They will list 3 details of their lives to include in the letter. They will draft a letter and read it to a classmate. They will then revise and edit the letter.
Grades 4 – 5

1- 2  Write topic sentences and  2) create multiple paragraph compositions that include correct paragraph indentation style, an introductory paragraph formulating a thesis, supporting evidence that upholds an overall thesis, a concluding paragraph as a summary. 

Students will write a letter to a student from another culture that contains some information about themselves, a thoughtful response to conditions they read about in received letters, and a short essay on peace. They will adapt the structure given above to the format of a letter.

3. Use composing processes including planning strategies such as brainstorming, 

listing, outlining and determining audience, purpose and focus, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

In small groups, perhaps formed along interest lines, students will generate ideas for their letters, list elements (topics and words) that would be inappropriate for such a letter to a person of another culture, and share their own ideas about peacemaking.

After drafting a letter, students will return to small groups to read aloud, edit and finally produce a letter ready to send abroad.

Grades 6 – 7

Standard: The student will engage in a writing process, with attention to organization, 

focus and quality of ideas.and a purpose.

1. Create multiple paragraph compositions that state, maintain and use details in a 

logical order to support a main idea. 

Students will write a letter to a student from another culture that contains some information about themselves, a thoughtful response to conditions they read about in received letters, and a short essay on peace. They will adapt the structure given above to the format of a letter.

4. Use composing processes including planning strategies such as brainstorming, 

listing, outlining and determining audience, purpose and focus, drafting, revising,  editing, and publishing.

In small groups, perhaps formed along interest lines, students will generate ideas for their letters, list elements (topics and words) that would be inappropriate for such a letter to a person of another culture, and share their own ideas about peacemaking.

After drafting a letter, students will return to small groups to read aloud, edit and finally produce a letter ready to send abroad.

5. Consider the intended audience when composing text.

Students are provided with a unique opportunity to consider an audience that is their same age and yet made very different by their culture and occupation by foreign troops. Students will review orally in large or small groups what they surmise about Iraqi youth their age from the photos and letters they have seen. There is an opportunity here for students to do some research on Iraq that will add to their discussion. There are questions listed in the accompanying lesson plans that will stimulate students’ understanding of their audience.

Purpose is easily tied into this discussion.

Grade 8

1. Create multiple paragraph compositions that state, maintain and use details in a 

logical order to support a main idea. 

Students will write a letter to a student from another culture that contains some information about themselves, a thoughtful response to conditions they read about in received letters, and a short essay on peace. They will adapt the structure given above to the format of a letter.

6. Use composing processes including prewriting planning strategies, ideas, focus ,

drafting, revising,  editing, and publishing.

In small groups, perhaps formed along interest lines, students will generate ideas for their letters, list elements (topics and words) that would be inappropriate for such a letter to a person of another culture, and share their own ideas about peacemaking. Because students are processing the nature of difficult living situations that Iraqis face, a form of writers’ block may emerge that the Teacher can help process. This is an excellent opportunity for learning  to write a letter in response to a difficult personal circumstances.

After drafting a letter, students will return to small groups to read aloud, edit and produce a letter ready to send abroad.

7. Consider the intended audience when composing text.

Students are provided with a unique opportunity to consider an audience that is their same age and yet made very different by their culture and occupation by foreign troops. Students will review orally in large or small groups what they surmise about Iraqi youth their age from the photos and letters they have seen. There is an opportunity here for students to do some research on Iraq that will add to their discussion. There are questions listed in the accompanying lesson plans that will stimulate students’ understanding of their audience.

Purpose is easily tied into this discussion.

Grades 9-12

1 – 6 The student will 1) generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing,  2) develop a thesis and clear purpose for writing, 3) make generalizations and use supporting details, 4) arrange paragraphs into a logical progression,  5) revise writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity, 6) apply available technology to develop, revise and edit writing, 

Within the context of writing a letter to peers of a different culture and language who are experiencing occupation of their land by troops from the students’country, there are subtle and challenging opportunities for students to fulfill the above requirements. This particular letter-writing assignment stimulates students to do some high-level reflecting on their personal values and beliefs about war, Students write their final draft, employing the editing tools available, on appropriate technology.

8. Revise, edit and prepare final drafts for intended audiences and purposes. 

Students are provided with a unique opportunity to consider an audience that is their same age and yet made very different by their culture and occupation by foreign troops. Students will review orally in large or small groups what they surmise about Iraqi youth their age from the photos and letters they have seen. There is an opportunity here for students to do some research on Iraq that will add to their discussion.  It is an opportunity as well to practice taking on another person’s perspective and then crafting a written response that is true to one’s own opinion. There are questions listed in the accompanying lesson plans that will stimulate students’ understanding of their audience. Purpose is easily tied into this discussion.

C. Spelling, Grammar and Usage 

Standard: The student will demonstrate emerging knowledge of punctuation, spelling and 

capitalization. 

Grade1

1 - 7 The student will 1) use a period after sentences, numerals and initials, 2) capitalize the first letter of proper names, the pronoun I, and the first words of sentences, 3) use question marks and exclamation marks, 4) compose simple sentences, 5) use correct spelling for grade-appropriate high-frequency sight word, 6)  spell 3-4 letter words correctly, and 7)

spell grade-appropriate words correctly in final draft. 

In completing 3 sentences for a letter to an Iraqi student, students will have many opportunities to practice the skills listed above.

Grade 2

Standard: The student will apply standard English conventions when writing. 

1 – 7 The student will 1) identify and correctly use nouns, verbs and pronouns, 2) identify and use descriptive words such as adjectives and adverbs, 3) write sentences with correct subject-verb agreement, 4) use correct end marks for sentences, 5) apply phonics knowledge and spelling rules to produce correctly spelled words, 6) use correct spelling for high-frequency sight words, regular plurals, and simple compound words, and 7) spell grade-appropriate words correctly in final draft. 

In completing 3 sentences for a letter to an Iraqi student, students will have many opportunities to practice the skills listed above.

Grade 3

Standard: The student will apply standard English conventions when writing.
1 –3 The student will 1) compose complete sentences when writing, 2) recognize and correct spelling errors when writing, 3) spell correctly one-syllable and two-syllable words that have blends, contractions and compounds, and

5 –6 apply grammar conventions correctly in writing, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, and  pronouns;  6) apply punctuation conventions correctly in writing, including periods, question marks, exclamation points, capitalization of proper nouns ,abbreviations, sentence beginnings and  commas in a series. 

In completing a paragraph for a letter to an Iraqi student, students will have many opportunities to practice the skills listed above.

Grade 4

1 –5 The student will 1) compose complete sentences when writing, 2) identify and correct spelling of frequently used words and common homophones, 3) spell roots, suffixes, prefixes, and syllable constructions correctly, 4) apply grammar conventions correctly in writing, including verb tense, adverbs, prepositions, subject and verb agreement, and possessive pronouns, 5) apply punctuation conventions correctly in writing including apostrophes, capitalization of proper nouns, abbreviations, sentence beginnings, commas in a series, and quotation marks.

The process of writing a letter following the given guidelines provides multiple opportunities for students to exercise the skills listed above.

Grade 5

1 - 5 The student will 1) compose complete sentences when writing, 2) edit written documents for correct spelling, 3) spell roots, suffixes, prefixes, contractions, and syllable constructions correctly, 4) apply grammar conventions correctly in writing, including verb tense, prepositional phrases , adverbs, subject and verb agreement with simple subjects, possessive pronouns and plural possessives, 5) apply punctuation conventions correctly in writing including apostrophes, capitalization of proper nouns, abbreviations, sentence beginnings, commas in a series, and quotation marks.

The process of writing a letter following the given guidelines provides multiple opportunities for students to exercise the skills listed above.

Grades 6 - 8

1 – 4 The student will 1) compose complete sentences when writing, 2) edit written documents for correct spelling and sentence clarity 3) apply grammar conventions correctly in writing including consistent verb tense, subject and verb agreement with simple and compound subjects, nominative case, objective, and possessive pronouns, subject and verb agreement when interrupted by a phrase, 4) apply punctuation conventions correctly in writing, including apostrophes, semi-colon, capitalization of proper nouns, abbreviations, sentence beginnings and first words in quotes, commas (after opening words, in compound sentences, and after subordinating conjunctions), and quotation marks (to identify dialogue). 

The process of writing a letter following the given guidelines provides multiple opportunities for students to exercise the skills listed above.

Grades 9 - 12
1 – 3b  The student will: 1) understand the differences between formal and informal language styles and use each appropriately,  2. use an extensive variety of correctly punctuated sentences for meaning and stylistic effect, 3) edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, verb tense, sentence structure, and paragraphing to enhance clarity and readability: a ) correctly use reflexive case pronouns and nominative and objective case pronouns, including who and whom.and b) correctly use punctuation such as the comma, semicolon, colon, hyphen, and dash. 

Through group discussion about communicating with audiences who have a language other than English as their primary base, students will distinguish between informal and formal written language styles. The final, edited letter will employ at least three different kinds of sentences. Peer groups can be used to edit various drafts of the letters written.

