Dear Teacher / Organization Leader,

Thank you for introducing your students to the Water for Peace service learning project, sponsored by the Iraqi & American Reconciliation Project (IARP).

Background of water problems in Iraq

“Only 30 percent of children nationwide have access to safe drinking water in Iraq, and only 20 percent of people outside of Baghdad have a working sewage service.”









~UN Children’s Fund

Iraq has plenty of water, but little of it is clean enough for drinking and washing. For a time after 2003, the civilian population was forbidden access to chlorine because it can be an ingredient in homemade bombs. Many sewage plants don’t have electricity to run on. Other plants have been damaged by the fighting. As a result, most of Iraq’s water systems are full of sewage. Cholera has broken out in some areas and many children are dying from dehydration and diarrhea.

Please read the accompanying article, “Water in Iraq” by Luke Wilcox, and check our website for a thorough review of current water problems in Iraq and new information we will continue to add. Go to www.reconciliationproject.org.
How the Water for Peace project began

Sami Rasouli, an Iraqi-American citizen, moved from the U.S. back to Iraq to help his people survive the chaos of occupation and destruction in 2005. In working with neighbors and city leaders in his hometown of Najaf, a city in southern Iraq, the idea of providing water sanitation systems for school children in the 500 city schools emerged. A source of suitable sanitation systems was identified and people were trained to install the filters. Vets for Peace have taken up this project as well.  With Mr. Rasouli’s yearly travels to the US to speak on many college campuses and in community centers and places of worship, the inspiration to develop Water for Peace as a service learning project arose. 

IARP’s plan is to direct funds raised to the schools in the city of Najaf first because that is where we currently have connections. As the project expands, we expect to find ways to serve other Iraqi cities as well.

Project Appeal

• Provides your students with some understanding about the daily lives of their Iraqi counterparts

• Reduces the likelihood that American youth will grow to adulthood thinking of Iraqi youth as “the enemy”

• Illustrates the devastating effects of war in general on civilian life 
• Motivates students to get involved in providing the basic necessities of life to others

How to get a water sanitation system into a school in Iraq

The Water for Peace brochure, on the same webpage, lays out the costs for various sizes of filtration systems and informs you about where to send funds. IARP is happy to accept whatever funds your organization contributes, combine those funds with money from other sources, and pair your group with an Iraqi school. Please contact IARP with questions. (info@reconciliationproject.org)

Reference

To speak with an American who has succeeded in installing a water sanitation system, please contact Mr. Art Dorland, at artdorland@hotmail.com or1585 Coventry 7-C, East Cleveland, OH 44118. Phone number 216-371-6056.

Mr. Dorland is happy to answer your questions about his experience with installation.

