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News and Updates 
 

Save the Dates: Announcing "Birds Sing Differently Here" Tour

Dates and Locations 

 
We are happy to announce the dates and locations of the Iraqi Voices “Birds Sing Differently
Here” tour in July 2019!  As many of you know, we are mounting a four-city tour of the acclaimed
play this summer, following three sold out performances at the Guthrie Theater’s Dowling Studio
in 2017.  

Based on the true stories of Iraqi-Minnesotan refugees and immigrants, Birds Sing Differently
Here weaves together stories of sweetness, sorrow, grief and discovery along the way. The
compelling theater piece is inventively performed in both English and Arabic, as IARP’s Iraqi
Voices Arts Collaborative participants come together with a cast of dynamic professional actors
to tell a tale with a thousand olive pits and seven thousand praises; with tokens of love and a
chilling escape from the desert of death. Birds Sing Differently Here shares the ache of endings
and the fullness of new opportunity. 
 

BIRDS SING DIFFERENTLY HERE 
Directed by Taous Claire Khazem 
Created by Dylan Fresco, Taous Claire Khazem and Iraqi Voices program participants 
7/13-7/14 - Rochester Repertory Theatre, Rochester (Rochester is home to over 300 Iraqi
immigrants and refugees) 
7/18-7/19 - Helgeson Learning Lab Theatre, St. Cloud 
7/20 - Zeitgeist Teatro, Duluth (Duluth is sister city to Rania in Iraqi Kurdistan) 
7/25-7/26 - Southern Theater, Minneapolis

The Iraqi Voices Tour 2019 is made possible in part by the Marbrook Foundation and by the

voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative

appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.  



"Challenging Islamophobia Conference" on March 28 

 

IARP will co-sponsor the upcoming “Challenging Islamophobia Conference” on
March 28 at Metro State University with CAIR-MN and other local organizations.
Participants will explore the history of Islamophobia and how the impact effects
society and examine public policies, the Islamophobia Industry, the demographic
effects and more.  For more information, please contact
jessy@reconciliationproject.org



Third Women's Friendship Group to Launch for Mothers with

Young Children

 

Thanks to a grant from the Laura Jane Musser Fund, IARP will be able to launch our
third women’s friendship group in just a few months.  This new women’s group will
focus on Iraqi and non-Iraqi mothers with young children, an often overlooked
demographic that struggles with social isolation as they navigate motherhood.  We
are excited to grow our women’s groups, which bring Iraqi and non-Iraqi women
together to build long-term relationships and connect with community resources.  If
you are interested in joining this new women’s group, please contact
jessy@reconciliationproject.org.  

Welcoming our new Spring Intern

My name is Leah Schiffman. I'm a Sophomore at the
University of Minnesota Twin-Cities studying Political
Science and Global Studies with a minor in Sociology. I'm
originally from Chicago. I picked the University of Minnesota
because of the beautiful Twin-Cities and the programs the
university offers. 
 
I am thrilled to be interning at the Iraqi-American
Reconciliation Project. I want to get an idea of what it is like
to work for a non-profit organization, specifically on how it
works logistically and structurally. I've always been
interested in the Middle East and working for an
organization that helps build bridges between Iraqis and
Americans is exciting. It'll be interesting to see how my
perspective and understanding of non-profits and Iraqi
culture grows throughout my time at IARP.



Local Iraqi community featured in Star Tribune article on

asylum

 

On January 26, the Minneapolis Star Tribune published an article on local Iraqi men who
have pending asylum cases in the U.S.  The article features current information on the
asylum backlog in the United States and clarifies the populations who have been applying
for asylum, including why applicants from Iraq would apply.  The article can be found
online here.

Support IARP: We depend on the support of individuals to make our work possible. Please consider

making a donation. Donations can also be mailed: 2021 E. Hennepin Ave, Ste 200, Mpls, MN 55413
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