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News and Updates 
 

Give to the Max Day is November 15 - Help Bring "Birds Sing
Differently Here" on Tour in 2019!
 
Each year, generous community members from across Minnesota celebrate “Give to
the Max Day” by making online donations on GiveMN.org to the Iraqi and American
Reconciliation Project and other nonprofits.  
 
We hope that many of IARP’s supporters and friends will join us on November 15,
2018, for Give to the Max Day to help us continue our work on behalf of
reconciliation. 
 
This year, IARP is delighted to announce that 2018 Give to the Max Day donations
will go towards one of our most important projects to fight Islamophobia and spread
awareness of immigrant and refugee stories: the Summer 2019 Tour of “Birds Sing
Differently Here” to out-state Minnesota.  “Birds Sing Differently Here” was the
first theater project of IARP’s “Iraqi Voices Program”, a collaborative art lab that
gives Iraqi immigrants and refugees in Minnesota an artistic platform to share their
stories.  Based on the true stories of 12 local Iraqi-Minnesotan refugees and
immigrants, the play and its powerful narratives of home, loss, and new opportunity,
was performed to sold-out audiences at Dreamland Arts and the Guthrie Theater
last year.  We have been flooded with requests since then to bring this important
project to new audiences locally and across Minnesota.  Our Iraqi community
members and actors are ready to start - will you help them bring their stories to
new neighbors in greater Minnesota?  
 



Mark your calendars starting November 1 through November 15 to visit
www.givemn.org/organization/Iarproject and help launch IARP’s first theater tour!    

Books for Mosul Update: Save the Date for Our Thank You
Event November 17 at 7:00 pm
 
As you have heard, your 10,000 books and 5,000 pairs of reading glasses have
started the journey to Mosul.  The board of directors and staff of IARP are so
grateful to everyone who has donated to this important project- the largest
humanitarian project in our organization’s history.  So many people contributed to
this monumental campaign: students, professors, teachers, local professionals,
businesses, schools and universities, volunteers, and book donors from across the
country.   
 
We invite the entire IARP community to a “Books for Mosul Thank You”
celebration on November 17, at 7:00 p.m.  Celebrate the arrival of your books in
Mosul, hear from the people your books are impacting, share food and visit with
friends.  Stay tuned for more details! 



Iraqi Nadia Murad Wins Nobel Peace Prize 
 
On October 5, along with Dr. Denis Mukwege of the Congo, Nadia Murad was co-
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her advocacy for the Yazidi people and
campaign to end the use of sexual violence in war.  She is the first Iraqi to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.  Murad was kidnapped by ISIS in 2014, and subjected to torture,
rape, and other human rights abuses in the three months of her captivity before she
was able to escape.  She was one of the first Yazidi women to speak publicly about
her experience and bring the atrocities of ISIS to international attention. Her story is
highlighted by the UN here. 
 
Nadia, your courage inspires us all! 



Iraqi Voices Film Screening and Discussion with the
Minnesota International NGO Network
 
IARP and the Minnesota International NGO Network (MINN) would like to invite you
to an event featuring Iraqi Voices short documentary films and filmmakers on
Thursday, October 25th, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm at IARP.  
  
The short documentary films are written and directed by Iraqi-Minnesotan refugees
and immigrants though the Iraqi Voices program, an art lab that provides
opportunities and skills to share stories through art. The goal of the documentaries
are to break negative stereotypes, build a foundation of mutual understanding and
respect and to create an open dialogue that leads to rebuilding relationships and
Iraq. 
  
IARP is located at 2021 East Hennepin Avenue Suite #200, Minneapolis MN. The
screening will be held in the lower level conference room. 
  
Come along for incredible documentaries, tea, and an engaging discussion with
filmmakers Dr. Azar Maluki and Naser Ameen to follow!  You can buy tickets or
RSVP here.



IARP Community Outreach in September
 
On Sept 21, IARP was delighted to participate in the City of Minneapolis national
“Welcoming Week” celebration. City of Minneapolis leaders, the Minneapolis
Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, and artists from Oromo, Somali, Mexica-
Nahua, Thai, Hmong, Chinese and many other backgrounds joined together for a
celebration of Minneapolis’s vibrant immigrant and refugee communities. Attendees
enjoyed performances and learned about immigrant and refugee issues from
participating groups, including the Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota, COPAL,
CAPI, Green Card Voices, CAIR the International Institute of Minnesota among
others, and IARP. 
 
Also on September 21, women’s group members Shaymaa Halboos and Sue
Johnston presented at a Refugee Health regional training at the Minnesota
Department of Health. Shaymaa and Sue spoke to over 175 regional health
professionals about the importance of building cross-cultural friendships and
integrated immigrant communities, and the incredible impact our women’s groups
have had on participants.

Join IARP's Board of Directors 
 
Do you feel strongly about the mission and work of IARP?  Consider joining our
board of directors!  Now is an exciting time to join IARP, and we are looking to
expand our board by 1-2 members this year.  
 
We are interested in receiving applications from a wide range of community
members, and we would welcome applicants with experience or expertise in:
fundraising/development, law, Iraq, and arts/arts administration.   



 
We are proud and excited about our community of volunteers and staff and invite
you to consider joining our team.   
 
To request an application, please contact jessy@reconciliationproject.org 

Welcoming our new Development and
Communications Intern Anaid
Plascencia
 
Hello, my name is Anaid Plascencia. I am a senior at
Hamline University studying Global Studies and Political
Science. In addition to that, I am participating in the
Teaching English as a Foreign Language program.  
 
I am looking forward to the fall semester as I have also been
welcomed to the Iraqi and American Reconciliation Project
team as the Development and Communication Intern. I am
excited to gain insight into the non-profit world and explore
future career paths. The focus of IARP in the community
through art and service and its global impact and
connection with the Iraqi community abroad is one which
attracted me and am looking forward to being a part of. 

Support IARP: We depend on the support of individuals to make our work possible. Please consider
making a donation. Donations can also be mailed: 2021 E. Hennepin Ave, Ste 200, Mpls, MN 55413
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